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_________________________________________________________________________________________________

I really need to get more organized.

Not only does it seem that the deadlines creep up on me but, if I were organized, I 
wouldn’t have had to ask Rob which number this column should be.  To say that I’m 
running around in many different directions would be a severe understatement.

Last week, I finally sent the printer files for my new publication, SARGASSO.  This 
is a scholarly journal devoted to the life and work of William Hope Hodgson and has taken 
up a great deal of my time.  Sadly, I cannot afford to make this a UFO publication but I 
hope to be able to send out a pdf proof to anyone in the group who would like one.  Just let 
me know either via email or in the FB group.

I also finally became directly employed by the company that I was doing temp work 
at and am hopeful that this will be a long time job.  Seeing as I turned 50 last year, I really 
need it to be.

Recently, I had a conversation with Rob that really led me to thinking about some 
things.  Now, I’ve been around for a while so I remember when zines were done on ditto 
machines and hand stapled.  They were very much a DIY operation.  Later came 
photocopied zines and now we are in the era where zines are professionally printed and 
even available electronically.  All of which led me to think that there might not be a place 
for the ‘old’ type of zines.  Now, I’m not talking about ditto zines again (I’ll never want to 
go through that hell again no matter how nostalgic I am for the old days) but zines that are 
just photocopied on cheap paper and you can tell that someone put it together on their 
kitchen table and may not even have used a computer for the lay out.  

Don’t get me wrong.  I love seeing the professional quality of zines like Jim Main’s 
many titles and JKC’s recent issue of FANTASY THEATER.  But part of me misses those 
old zines.  So when I was talking about this to Rob and questioning whether there’s still a 
place for this type of zine, he proved me wrong by directing me to several zines that really 
fit that bill.  I don’t think I’ve ever been so happy to be proven wrong!  There are zines like 
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that still out there but, I think, the main difference is that they don’t seem to be comic 
related.  They’re focused on SF or old Boy’s Adventure/Mystery series or many other 
things.  Which makes me wonder… have we become so blasé and prejudiced against such 
zines if they’re related to comics?  Do we look at them and think that they are juvenile and 
unprofessional?  I have to admit that, in the past, I have been overly critical of such efforts. 
In the end, what is more important?  The material?  Or how it’s presented?

It may surprise no one when I say that I’ve pretty much ‘retired’ from doing artwork. 
I was never able to reach the level with it that I wanted and, to be frank, it took me forever 
to do them.  I may do something here and there but, unless something changes, it’s unlikely 
that I’ll ever draw a comic strip again.

Instead, I am following the path that Rob has shown me with the SF zines and 
reviving my old horror zine, THE DAMNED THING.  I have enough contributions for the 
first, small issue and will have it out by the middle of August.  And it will be a UFO zine. 
Also, I am still looking for contributions for future issues.  It is a zine that covers the horror 
field in all of its different permutations: literature, tv, movies, music, everything is fair 
game.  It is a non-fiction zine which will feature articles and reviews.  I hope that you like 
it.

REVIEWS

     FANTASY THEATER #23 (J.K. Carrier)
JKC always provides a great reading experience and this was no exception.  Out of the 

two stories, I enjoyed the Glorianna story the most.  Both were well written and JKC’s 
strength in layout and pacing is evident throughout.  However, I felt that the artwork in the 
Lady Spectra story was weaker than Glorianna.  The inking in Lady Spectra looked rough 
and lacked the sure, confident lines so evident in Glorianna.  The actual physical 
production of the zine was fantastic!  I hadn’t seen anything from Ka-Blam done in this 
format and I am very impressed.  It reminds me of the DC Digests from the 80’s which I 
always loved.  Another great zine from JKC!

     TALES OF FANTASY #61 (Larry Johnson)
There are a few people in small press that I am constantly in awe of.  Larry Blake is 

one.  Jim Main and Rob Imes are two others.  But Larry Johnson constantly amazes and 
surprises me.  Every issue of TALES OF FANTASY is a delight and, quite honestly, I never 
know what I am going to find in those pages and that is a great feeling.



With this issue, Larry continues a story he began back in ToF #59 regarding a new 
superhero in town called “The Hand”.  As readers, we know that The Hand is really Lew 
Brown’s brother, Freddie, who is also a recovering drug addict and it becomes apparent 
that the use of the technological ‘glove’ which Freddie has found has also become his new 
drug.  I cannot wait to see what Larry does with the rest of this story.  To me, this is in the 
best tradition of classic superhero comics like the famous GL/GA drug issues by Denny 
O’Neil and Neal Adams.  This is the way superhero comics should be done today.  

Once again, Larry produces a great zine which, he proudly says, is “DIY”.  It’s 
photocopied and folded and stapled by Larry.  There are few people, big or small press, 
who consistently impress me as much as Larry does.  Not just with the quality of his 
material but his integrity and professionalism.  I am proud to be in the same group as Larry 
Johnson.

DITKOMANIA #91 (Rob Imes)
I remember the great decades where there were many zines about superhero comics. 

Titles like AMAZING HEROES and BATMANIA were, to me, like gold.  I devoured them 
eagerly but, through the years, most have dropped out of sight.  DITKOMANIA has 
remained and I rejoice with every issue.

Ditko is one of those creators that we could probably talk about for many decades yet to 
come.  His work is complex and deep with 5 decades worth of material to consider. 
Thankfully, this is in the hands of Rob Imes who not only has a good critical eye but is a 
talented editor as well.  This particular issue focuses on a character that, when he first 
appeared, I pretty much dismissed.  I mean, “Speedball”?  This was from the same creator 
as “Mr. A”, “Creeper” and so many others?  At the time, I considered it as much a misstep 
as Kirby’s DEVIL DINOSAUR.

I have since come to reconsider Kirby’s DD and am able to enjoy it for its own sake. 
Reading these articles on Speedball makes me think that I may finally be able to do the 
same for this character.  That’s quite an accomplishment.

My apologies for not reviewing STRAW MAN #0 and HERO CENTRAL JR. #2. 
That’s all because of my poor organization.  I will either review them in the next TF or in 
the UFO FB group.  I recall that I mentioned that this year may be the 45th anniversary of 
this co-op.  Are we going to do something special to mark this occasion?

Have a great summer everyone!
Sam Gafford
















